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Do you think these statements are correct/incorrect/ambiguous?

• The evidence is much more likely if the DNA profile came from the 
suspect than if someone else left the sample.



Do you think these statements are correct/incorrect/ambiguous?

• The evidence is much more likely if the DNA profile came from the 
suspect than if someone else left the sample.

Correct, standard phrasing of the likelihood ratio.



Do you think these statements are correct/incorrect/ambiguous?

• The probability of this DNA profile if it came from someone other 
than the suspect if very low.



Do you think these statements are correct/incorrect/ambiguous?

• The probability of this DNA profile if it came from someone other 
than the suspect if very low.

Conditioning on the hypothesis is clear by the word ‘if’, but no 
explicit mentioning of both hypotheses.



Do you think these statements are correct/incorrect/ambiguous?

• The probability that this DNA profile came from someone other 
than the suspect if very low.



Do you think these statements are correct/incorrect/ambiguous?

• The probability that this DNA profile came from someone other 
than the suspect if very low.

Prosecutor’s fallacy: statement about the proposition instead of the 
evidence.



Do you think these statements are correct/incorrect/ambiguous?

• The probability of someone other than the suspect having this 
DNA profile is very low.



Do you think these statements are correct/incorrect/ambiguous?

• The probability of someone other than the suspect having this 
DNA profile is very low.

Not clearly worded, and no explicit mentioning of both hypotheses.



Do you think these statements are correct/incorrect/ambiguous?

• The probability of someone other than the suspect leaving this 
DNA profile is very low.



Do you think these statements are correct/incorrect/ambiguous?

• The probability of someone other than the suspect leaving this 
DNA profile is very low.

Similar as the previous example, but even more ambiguous because 
of the use of the word ‘leaving’, which may imply an activity level.



Do you think these statements are correct/incorrect/ambiguous?

• The evidence strongly supports the hypothesis that the DNA 
profile came from the suspect over the hypothesis that someone 
else left the sample.



Do you think these statements are correct/incorrect/ambiguous?

• The evidence strongly supports the hypothesis that the DNA 
profile came from the suspect over the hypothesis that someone 
else left the sample.

Technically correct, but not clearly worded as it goes beyond the LR 
while not considering prior probabilities. If the prior is very low, 
combined with the evidence, we may not come to the same 
conclusion.


