
Module 16 – Session 6



• Formulating Propositions
o Hierarchy of propositions

o Guidelines

o Issues

• Communicating LRs
o Verbal scales

o Bias

• Fallacies
o Prosecutor’s fallacy

o Defendant’s fallacy

o Uniqueness fallacy

o Association fallacy









• Underestimating the NoC is usually conservative (minor 
contributors may be incorrectly excluded).

• Overestimating the NoC may not be conservative (non-
contributors may not be excluded).

• For major contributors the NoC has little effect on the LR.



 The association of words with numbers is subjective and arbitrary!



• How forensic evidence is presented is at least as important as 
what is presented.

• It is not only what forensic experts say, but how they say it that 
must be considered

Valid probabilistic reasoning is not easy, so people often use various 
tricks, rules of thumb, habits, etc., to reason in daily life. These are 
called heuristics.

Heuristics may suffice for most practical situations, but can lead to 
systematic error in probabilistic reasoning (i.e. fallacies).













































From the South Carolina Supreme Court report (June, 2020):






